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Why partnership?

• Develop more engaging student learning experiences
• Develop sense of community and belonging
• Alternative to consumerist models of higher education; responsibility and 

ownership of own learning
• Align with personal beliefs and values about learning and teaching; transform 

thinking about T&L
• Develop student and staff capabilities; student motivation and confidence
• More accessible and inclusive higher education

(HEA Students as Partners Summit, 2013; Cook-Sather, Bovill & Felten, 2014)



How?
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Dunne & Zandstra (2011) model of 
students as change agents 
https://dera.ioe.ac.uk/14767/



https://www.sparqs.ac.uk/upfiles/SLE%20Questions%20for%20reps%202022-23%20edition%20-%20updated%20September%202022.pdf







https://itali.uq.edu.au/advancing-teaching/initiatives/students-partners



https://www.imperial.ac.uk/students/studentshapers/







https://redhouse.georgetown.edu/





Cook-Sather, A. (2018). Developing “Students as Learners and Teachers”: Lessons from Ten Years of 
Pedagogical Partnership that Strives to Foster Inclusive and Responsive Practice. Journal of Educational 
Innovation, Partnership and Change, 4, 1. 



ABCs of climates of engagement (Tatum):
• Affirm identity
• Build Community
• Cultivate leadership

How to consider equity & justice throughout partnership 
(launch, develop, sustain, disseminate partnership initiatives)?
How to invite critique, consider harms, reflect on partnership work?
How to sustain ourselves during partnership work?















D-school innovation fellows, Stanford, 15 nov 2018





Open Issues

• Pedagogies of partnership (esp. related to discipline)
• Impact of partnership on students, staff, institution, 

society?
• How is partnership experienced?
• How and why do partnerships fail? Fragility of 

partnership space
• Transition, sustainability
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